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NINTH GENERATION

DANIELS FAMILY MEMBERS who are celebrating
the 250th anniversary of Normandy Farm are mem-
bers of the seventh, eighth and ninth generations to
work the land as a means of preserving it. The days
of dairy, chicken and sheep farming have given way to |
a Christmas Tree Farm and the nationally recognized
Normandy Farms Campground. 1

Daniels famlly
celebrates 250
years on lana

Farm is now a popular campground

BY JACK AUTHELET
- he 2009 celebration
I of Founders Day
.in Foxborough will
be very special for mem-
bers of the Daniels fami-
ly. They will be celebrat-
ing their founder, Francis
Daniels, because they still
occupy the land on West
Street which he purchased
June 4, 1759, just 250 years
ago today

Not a single day has
passed since that time
without a family member
present on the land, and it
continues nine generations
strong with a determina--
tion that it will never end.

Actually, Franeis had
come here several years
earlier while still using his
French name of Francois
Gruideau given to him at
birth June 22, 1723. French
nationals were not nec-
essarily welcorie in the
Colony, but he had been
brought here in chains as
a prize of war and had to
pay off the cost of his pas-
sage to regain his life, He
came to the farm of Wil-
liam Hewes in Wrentham
- latei to become Foxbor-
ough - where he would
earn wages as well as
room and hoard.

Francis was fortunate
that he had been brought
to the Colonies, for where
else could he have re-
gained control of his desti-
ny and realize what many
would call the American

-Dream.even though it was

W SPECIAL SECTION INSIDE:
Learn the story of a young
French Army officer who |
purchased 53 acres of land
on West Street in 1759 and
named it Normandy Farm.

set in motion long before
there was a United States |
of America?

The date of his mar-
riage to Keziah Rockwood,
who lived in what would
become Franklin, is not
known, but by 1858 their
first child was born. The
following year, the family
became landowners, pur-
chasing 53 acres of land
from William Hewes.

Franeis and his fam-
ily were totally depend-
ent upon the bounty of the
land for their existence,
and immediately set about
planting erops for their
own consumption as well
as for sale. They also kept
a herd of dairy cows, the
milk, cream and butter al-
so helping to sustain the
family as a cash crop.

He was also conscious
of the broader communi-
ty around him, and signed
the petition which led to
the creation of a new town
called Foxborough in 1778,

{Please turn to page 6)




- Daniels family celebrates 250 years on farm

(Comlinued from page 11

He: further served an the eon-
mittes Lo estublish sehool dis-
Iricts which led to the bilding af
the Qualer FEil School,

The family of Franeis Han-
iels grew, as did his farm, and
1he [end would pass peneration Lo
generation.

They cut their swn lumber,
harvested their wwn ice, provid-
ed sand for area foundries, and
woltid come to own mioTs than
250 acres of land. It way incum-
bhent upen each generation that
scumieane wocld work the land
fhat they might remain there
fheroughoui their tifalimes.

Mever weire any bwo days

alike with raising large families,

working a large farm and bend-
ing animals but they labored on
during peace and war, warld-
wide epidenics and the Greal

_ Depresgion. Enormons hen hous-
&5 wranled rise om the property as
later farmily memiers markadef
chickens and epps. Sheep wiuld
be added to the mix as they cou-

- Linuied to wock the land of tieir
anceslirs, :

T'he line of succession wauld
conkinug o prediciable path until
the updbmely death of fifth-gener-
ation mermber Francis B Daniols
in 1948, the result of an aceident
on the farm. T pattern of oam-
ership woukld change as the fand
wonkd pass ba his three children,
BEvelyn Duniels Grigsby, Mormag
and Diuglas Daniels. N

Evelyn did oo become ae-
Cive oo Lhe farm, rather working
for many years af the Narthamy-
Lon State Hespital and later as a
lengkime smptoyee of Boyden L
brary, ) .

Douglas took tille Lo e fami-
Iy homestead and af of the acre-
age behind it His preperty would
also extend to a farge (riangle of
lemd aeross the road that ineled-
e the Jarge barn 45 well as same

* pasturs lamd.

Doug's mether Marion, the
widaw of Franeis Daniels, still
oecupied the howse whicli was
maintained for her while Doug
had inlerests in California. He
woubd regnrn to Foxberoughe fol-
lewing her death and the [zod
1% nawar dewoled to agrieulénr-
al use, the growing of Cheistmas
trees by Thiwg's son Scatd and his
wife Corrinne. They raised thres
daughters - Cheteey, Leah and
Shawna - eo tie farm and Cor-

THAEE GEMERATIONS of Daniels tamily members are represented here by fourth-ganeration mem-

bers Alberl Daniels (sealet] lelt) and his wile ENza (seated right}, fifth-generation members {standing)
Marice Daniels Warren, Laura, Francls N. and Bertha Danlels, and sixth-generation members Evalyin
Ganiels Grigshy (belng held by Albert) and Mormén Daniels [center, being haid by his moilier Elva, wife
of Francis], whe changed the focus f Normandy fram farming Io camping. )

rinne is devefoping the Norman-
dy Faym fial for the Founders
Ty Parade en Fune 13,

Berond Che barn stood the
long row of hen houses, 1he silos
{hat hebd food for the cattle aml
sheep, the flelds, kidls and wood-
land. This property would go te
Horman. He and hig wife Jean-
pette would build a home 2t 1he
fop of the RiLE

Morman biad been s loog-dis- -

[aeee trucher i many vears,
Lt continued chicken, epg and
theep productiog with the lhetp
of famiiy members. But change
was inevitable for small Family
Farms in New Engiand [rying Lo
aurvive, The coneern ran deepar
than just the economic retwrn on
the effart put inde farming. The
stark reality was that one had

[ worke the land in order fo re-
[xin it.

Bhorman and his family aers
campers whe leved the ouldoozs.
A eollege paper prepared by
their sen Atherl - knmgn as Dan
magt of hig Hfe - aid ool a busi-

ness plan for- slavting a camp-
ground, and they already swned
more an sufficient land. Cag-
ital investment would e mtni-
mal compared b ather ideas that
night have shown gromise and a
tecizion was made. .
Wormandy Farms Camp-
ground welcomed its firsl fam-

_ thies in 1991 when camping fees

‘were §3.80 per night. There
would be ne forning hack as the
fammily was deiven nnl ooly
male jts siness ventuare sue-
cesshil, but & preserve the land
and s hesilege.

Maore campeites wenld he add-
ed, an office, recreation hall
and swimming pools. Aod still i
grew to welcome nat anly camp-
ers It recreational vehicles.

Yhis Bunily campgromwnd and
RB¥ Park would receive Five
Star ratings for Bixcellence from
Wasdalls each vear for mere
than 20 years. Three fimes i
waould e vated BY Park of Lhe
Year and in 2003 was featired
akt the Travel Channel that bigh-

tighted the wirld's yeven bast
camping and BV areas. Linong
the warli's best seven were three
Tearn the United Stales, sne of
which wag lovided in Fozbors,
Massachuselts, & place calied
Marmandy Farms Campgreund.

(peratian of the eampgronnd
and BY Purk is now in Lhe hands
of the tiwee children of Hurman
and Jeannette, Dan as president
atd peneral aperalions manager,
Jomice a5 vive president and af-
Tice manager snd Bob ag (reas-
urer and maintenante manager,

Dan's erife Daris is recrea-
tinn director and their Chree chil-
dran, Marcia, ¥ristin and Marl,
Wi coanprise the eighth geneea-
Liom aleng with Bubs son Shaon,
have also slepped (ot a vole in
the family legacy.

Mareia’s lwo children, gl
and Uassily, grandehildren of
Dran aml Doris, mmake ap thae
ninlh ganeration of lamily mem-
bers warking the land thal Tran-
cis Daniels called Nevmandy,

a linlk (¢ 1he region in IPrance

It's all abost
temaining on the lant
and working together
as a family to presarve
the land on which we

fiave lived for nine
generations..." .
Ban Dariiels, Momsandy Farms

where he had been born =0 many
FRACE BED.

H is a Himee of celebration,
and fur the oecasing, Norman-
dy Farms will return fo its rooks
providing its weekend campers
sheep sheariug and wosl wesy-
ing demonzlrations, an opgHrto-
nity to view Lgen babies and en-
joy pony rides. Avis, erafls, fish-
ing and & video of Wermandy
Farms through the Years will be
inferimingled with inlradecdions,
presexdafions and musie,

It alga is a lime of eeflection
and Sealt Danigds is privileged G0
bee wosking the land of his ances-
s, T lhink of st thay went
through, just fo baild a stone
waill while T use o frackor” as ha
reflects nn te vigars of farm life
wver {he years. *1 ik around at
thiz ald houss and T am forbunate
to b Lhe poe wha fives here,” bul
ik iz nol without ils challengss.
iz worling the tand af his an-
ceslars is @ "labor of lowe™ bt he
is thuinlcha? Lo sEll be Dere oo the
faym worlring the land & many
lsad dane betore ki,

Dl Taniels marsels at tha
woiicer of it alt, whak his ances-

fars accumpiished and whal bhasg

new been boill up arevnd 1ham
as they continue working the
linsd in an efforl (o preserve L,
The campgroend and RY Parl is
suceassti] hevond iheir witdest
dreams, "enl it is jusd be menns
1o an end” b said. '

"'z all nhool semaining o
ihe land aud working Eopether us
a family e preserve the land an
witich, we have lived for nine gen
erations.. .

The time for celebration had
cams, one [hat fow families erer
reach, fhal of remaining an the
land of their anceslors for 250
Years. Daw hopes the anniversa-
vy celebralion “will find Lamibr
wembers even more deeply com-
milted fo conlinuing the legacy
of Normandy Favan®





